His Policy of Obstruction

English accent meant, in Ireland, a man who belonged to the
ascendancy, and was rigidly opposed to self-government for
Ireland* How could this Episcopalian of thirty, with his
stuttering English voice, hope, if he were sane, that he
would be the means of unifying elements which met only
to fly violently apart ?

But to unify those elements was his aim, and he began
the process of unification by joining forces with Joseph Biggar
in a business which seemed, at first, to achieve exactly the
opposite of that at which they aimed* They became Ishmaels
in their own party. Ferdinand and Caliban made a pact
with each other* " If we are to have Parliamentary action/*
said Parnell, " it must not be the action of conciliation, but
of retaliation/' And in 1877 they started to obstruct*

III
It must seem to the reader that an extraordinary amount
of fuss was made in England over the policy of obstruction*
All that rage and emotion about so small a thing ! But the
House of Commons was proud of its reputation as the mother
of Parliaments, and members loved, in their more epigram-
matic moments, to tell each other that it was the best club
in the world* Nowadays, old gentlemen, when they retire
from active labour, devote the fag-end of their energies and
intellects to golf, but in those days they devoted them to the
government of their country* Old gentlemen like order and
seemliness and regular ways* They love rules and regulations,
and when there are none, they make some* Suddenly, and
seemingly for no reason, two unimportant members of this
sedate assembly began to upset things; and old gentlemen who
were accustomed to going home to bed at midnight found
themselves compelled to tramp wearily through the division